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Chinese New Year
Friday, January 31, 2014

Year of the Wooden Horse, 4712



Chinese children holding up the character “ma” 

for the horse.



Chinese New Year – Year of the Horse - 2014



ear – Greeting Card
Chinese New Year  - Greeting Card

May the Spring Festival bring you joy, love, and peace.



Chinese New Year  - Greeting Card

I wish you a  happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year !



Chinese New Year Stamp  - Taiwan – Republic of China



Picture  of a horse in a Chinese restaurant window.



A pillow decorated for the Year of the Horse.







HORSE
STRENGTHS

Energetic

Bright

Intelligent

Warm-hearted

Unremitting efforts to improve themselves

WEAKNESSES

Impatient

Hot-blooded

Independent

Rarely listens to advice

Stubborn

Bad-temper

Wasteful

Flamboyant

Fails to finish projects  



People born in the Year of the Horse – Genghis Khan



Neil Armstrong                                          Aretha Franklin

Cindy Crawford                                       Franklin Roosevelt



Chinese Zodiac



CHINESE ZODIAC  

ANIMAL                     STRENGTHS                     /     WEAKNESSES

Rat            xi              smart, wealthy                   /       timid, impolite

Ox            chou honest, industrious            /       obstinate, prudish

Tiger         yin    valiant, tolerant               /          short-tempered, traitorous

Rabbit       mao gentle, compassionate       /       stubborn, reserved

Dragon     chen intellectual, energetic          /       arrogant, impatient

Snake       si communication, wisdom     /      suspicious, jealous

Horse        wu clever, kind                         /      impatient, hot-blooded

Sheep       wei tender, polite                      /      shy, indectstve

Monkey     shen lively, quick-witted             /      cunning, selfish

Rooster     you            honest, ambitious             /      impulsive, caustic  

Dog           xu faithful,  courageous          /     irritable, sharp tounged

Pig            hai gallant, optimistic              /      impulsive, hot-yempered





Western Zodiac from a 16th century woodcut.



ZODIACS

CHINESE                              WESTERN 

Han Dynasty origin             Inherited from Babylonians

206 BC-220 AD                 7th century BC

Lunar calendar                   Solar calendar

Emphasis on time               Emphasis on space

12 years                              12 months

Signs are animals                Signs are animals 

and mythical hybrids



Zodiac from the 1st century AD,



Zodiac wheel from a 6th century mosaic pavement 

incorporating Greek and Byzantine elements.  



CHINESE NEW YEAR TRADITIONS

Firecrackers and fireworks

Dragon dance

Gifts of money

New clothes

Wearing of auspicious red

Feast of food

Paper cuts

Lantern festival 



Selling fireworks on the street corner in Shanghai.  



Best seller is a string of 5,000 firecrackers for equivalent of $35. 

The Chinese invented fireworks.  It is part of the culture.





Chinese New Year 2014 in Beijing



Chinese New Year 2014 in Los  Angeles



Chinese New Year in San Francisco









Chinese New Year decorations with red envelopes for gifts of money. 













Typical traditional Chinese New Year  meal.  





Peking Duck



















Lantern for the Spring Lantern Festival. 







Traditional Chinese paper cut of a horse..  





Chinese New Year fireworks n Beijing.













Thank you very much for coming today!

Your comments and questions are welcome.

Please contact me at:

carolfrances100@gmail.com

I hope to see you on the First Friday of each month 

at 11:00 am.  Our next session is on:

Friday, April 4, 2014

mailto:carolfrances100@gmail.com






Chinese National Flower - Peony 



Giant Panda



Newborn Giant Panda – 7 inches long and weighing 7 ounces



Glimpses of:

• History

• Geography

• Art

• Culture

• Modernization

• 2008 Beijing Olympics



Global Perspective



China’s Neighbors 





China is bordered by 14 countries:  North Korea, Russia, Mongolia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, 
Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos, and Vietnam



Russian

Japanese

German

British

French

FOREIGN  SPHERES  OF  INFLUENCE  IN  CHINA



CHINESE  HISTORY  TIMELINE

2100 BC – 1600 BC    Xia Dynasty

221 BC – 206 BC        Qin Dynasty

1271 – 1368                Yuan Dynasty                Mongol  - Foreign domination

1368 – 1644       Ming Dynasty      Han Chinese

1644 - 1911                 Qing Dynasty               Manchu – Foreign domination

1839 – 1842                 First Opium War         China forced to cede Hong Kong

1856 – 1860                 Second Opium War     Destruction  of  Old Summer Palace

1883 - 1885                  Sino-French War         China forced out of  Viet Nam 

1894 – 1895                 Sino-Japanese War      China forced out of Korea

1898– 1901                  Boxer Rebellion           Eight foreign forces suppress rebellion

1911 Chinese  Declare          Republic of China

1918 Versailles Treaty          Allies cede German sphere to Japan

1932                              Japanese                      Seize Shanghai

1937-1945                     Japanese                      Invade China



China has been subject to foreign domination 

for most of its history since the invasion of the 

Mongols in 1271. 

Chinese have ruled China only 276 years since 

1271  until the People’s Republic of China was 

established in 1949.

The Chinese have an ancient civilization more 

than four thousands years old, but they have a 

new nation not yet 70 years old.  



Qin Empire
221 – 206 BCE













Silk Roads  are a network of routes extending 4,000 miles to transport Chinese silks, 
perfumes, spices, jewels, and even slaves.  They served for more than 2,000 years, 
beginning during the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE)  as a significant conduit for the 
spread of knowledge, and the  development of the great civilizations of China, India, 
Egypt, Persia, Arabia, and Rome.  

Silk Roads



Grand Canal

Beijing to Hangzhou

Longest canal in the world,
1,115 miles

Oldest parts date back to 
5th century BC 

Invention of locks in
10th century AD  



Used to transport
grain

Thus, soldiers did
not have to farm



Han Dynasty

206 BC – 220 AD



Tang Dynasty

618 AD – 907 AD



Tang Dynasty

Tri-color glazed
porcelain horse



Song Dynasty
960 – 1279 AD

Wooden
Bodhisattva



Yuan Dynasty
Mongolian

1271-1368

Genghis Khan
Kublai Khan

Marco Polo
1254 - 1324



Ming Dynasty

1368 – 1644

Founded by a 
Han Chinese peasant



Ming Dynasty
Hongwu 

Chinese Emperor

1368-1398



Was Tibet part of China,
or Independent ???





Comparative size  of ships:  Zheng He and Columbus



Zheng He’s  (1371 – 1435)  Seventh and last voyage



Ming Dynasty
Celadon planter



Ming Dynasty jar

Sold for $3.9 million



Painting of the Li River



Li River



Picture of Li River mountains on the Chinese currency.













Cormorant





Qing Dynasty
1664 – 1912

Manchu

Kangxi Emperor
Reigned 1662-1722



Flag
1890 - 1912



Cixi, the Empress Dowager, 1835-1908
The concubine who became the empress who ruled the Chinese empire.



Chinese Navy complains about Cixi’s marble boat.  



Sun Yat-Sen
1866 – 1925

Inspired overthrow of the
Qing Dynasty in 1911

Founding Father of the
Republic of China in 1912

Co-founded Kuomintang
Chinese National People’s Party



Chiang Kai-Shek
1887 – 1975

Sun Yat-Sen’s close ally
Took Sun’s place in 1925
Led Northern Expedition

to unify China
Engaged in civil war with the

Chinese Communist Party
Massacred 12,000 in Shanghai

in 1927
CCP defeated Nationalists who

retreated to Taiwan
President of the Republic of

China until his death in 1975 



Cultural Revolution
1966-1976

Mass movement ended with 
Mao’s death in 1976

“Destroy the old world,
Forge the new world.”

A worker crushes a crucifix,
Buddha, and classical Chinese
Texts with his hammer, 1967.



Economic reform
1978

Deng Xiaopeng

Socialism with
Chinese characteristics

Black cat, white cat,
Does it catch mice?  



Shanghai
Pudong





Three Gorges Dam.   Completed in 2009 at a cost of $30 billion.   Over 600 feet 
tall, 1.3 miles wide.  Over 1.5 million people relocated.   Flooded 360 miles up 
river.  Concerns:  silt and sewage build up.  



Harbin
Ice Festival

2010



Harbin
Snow Sculpture 

2010



GDP GDP-PC Growth Rate
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US  ISSUES  WITH  CHINA 

Undervaluation of currency

Trade surplus

Relationships with Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang

Human rights record 

Protection of intellectual  property rights 

Competition for oil and gas, other natural resources

Undermining US dominance in Latin America

Increasing military budget



CHINESE TRADE AGREEMENTS

WITH LATIN AMERICA

China is seen as a less onerous alternative to the World  Bank and the

International Monetary Fund, for energy, resources, infrastructure,

communications; expand Chinese access to copper, iron ore,

China overtakes US as Number 1 trading partner.

Argentina     $10 B China Development Bank loan

Brazil            $15 B steel, electricity, communications networks

China is the largest foreign direct investor in Brazil

Chile 

Columbia    East-West Railway talks, alternative to Panama Canal

Peru              

Venezuela   China launches $400 Million communication satellite for   

Venezuela, reducing dependence of US and Europe



CHINESE INTERNAL ISSUES

Social stability

Widening income gaps between eastern coast and western rural areas

Dealing with autonomous regions, Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang

Environmental protection

Human rights, crackdown on political activists

Internet, media restrictions

Tax burden on farmers, confiscated land

Aging population

Bureaucracy

Corruption

Rethinking nuclear energy plans after the Japanese tsunami



Beijing
International
Airport



2008 Olympics in Beijing, China:  Closing Ceremonies













Suzhou Gardens



























Travel by Train in China



















Chinese Embroidery

Sells for $1,500



Chinese Embroidery

Sells for $700



Chinese Embroidery



More Chinese Embroidery



Thank you very much for coming today!

Your comments and questions are welcome.

Please contact me at:

carolfrances100@hotmail.com

I hope to see you on the Fourth Wednesday of 

each month at 1:00 pm.  Our next session is 

on:

Wednesday, April 27, 2011

mailto:carolfrances100@hotmail.com

